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Audience 

Governments and authorities   considering translation of SNOMED CT, Organizations going to 

implement healthcare IT-systems in a  language foreign to the end-users  and standardization 

organizations. 

Objectives 

● Localization of Epic  

● Focusing standardization across regions in Denmark 

● Benefits from translation of SNOMED CT  

Abstract 

As a consequence of the Danish IT Strategy for Healthcare 2003-2007, it was decided to use 

SNOMED CT as a reference terminology for communication across the Danish healthcare services. 

Denmark became a member of the IHTSDO and initiated a translation of all preferred terms in 

SNOMED CT in to Danish, to support standardized IT development in the Danish healthcare service. 

The translation was completed in 2008. It is hosted and maintained by the National Health Data 

Agency in Denmark. 

In 2014, two of Denmark's five regions purchased the electronic patient record EPIC. The two 

regions together account for half of Denmark's population and contain 19 hospitals. Implementation 

of Epic will be completed at all hospitals in the two regions by the end of 2017. 

In the EPIC system, SNOMED CT is incorporated by being mapped to specific Epic elements in the 

form of, e.g. master files, records, items, category list values, flow sheet data rows, etc. and can 

be used within Epic grouper functionality following hierarchy and description logic in SNOMED CT to 

collect e.g. all diagnoses within a disease area. 

An important part of the implementation of Epic in the two regions is standardization of key clinical 

workflows across the regions. Based on Epic Foundation content, the implementation organization 

and clinical experts, have compared Epic content with the two regions content management 

systems for clinical guidelines (VIP and D4) and developed interregional guidelines. This done by 

using the SNOMED CT mapped elements in Epic in relation to the regions' guidelines.  

It became possible to: Get an overview of the common content of the three systems - Epic, VIP and 

D4; Make a prioritization of the interregional standardization work and Customization of EPIC. 

Semantic interoperability -even across languages has been possible because of the Danish 

translation. 

The presentation will show examples of maps between Epic and local clinical guidelines via SNOMED 

CT 
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