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Germany's journey with SNOMED CT -
German National Release Center
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Who we are
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The BfArM is the largest 
European authority in the 
field of licensing and safety 
of medicinal products and 
medical devices.
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As independent  higher 
federal authority the BfArM 
is part of the portfolio of the 
Federal Ministry of Health.



Stefanie Weber, BfArM | The German NRC | 26.10.2021                       5

Roughly  1,300 employees 
are involved in providing 
patients with safe and 
effective drugs and medical 
devices. 
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Central tasks of the BfArM:   
→ To license and to improve the safety of 

drugs
→ To register and to evaluate the risks of 

medical devices
→ To monitor the traffic with narcotics and 

precursors
→ To establish classifications, terminologies, 

standards and data based information 
systems for health care
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Department „Code systems“ 

https://www.bfarm.de/EN/Code-systems/Terminologies/SNOMED-CT/_node.html

WHO-FIC collaborating centre

Orphanet Germany

German OID-Registry

EU-projects (X-eHealth, eHDSI, 
RD-Code,…)

eHealth Network Subgroup on 
Semantics

Iris Institute

https://www.bfarm.de/EN/Code-systems/Terminologies/SNOMED-CT/_node.html
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Policy environment in Germany
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New legislation activities – a big leap towards digitalisation in health 
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Establishment of the National Release Centre

https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/patientendaten-schutz-gesetz.html
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https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/patientendaten-schutz-gesetz.html
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SNOMED CT for the electronic health record

https://www.gematik.de/anwendungen/e-patientenakte/

Electronic health record 
testing phase in 2021

https://www.gematik.de/anwendungen/e-patientenakte/
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SNOMED CT for the electronic health record

https://mio.kbv.de/site/mio#tab-Rund+um+die+MIOs

Medical Information 
Objects are standardised 
objects within the 
electronic health record, 
like the vaccination card, 
the Patient Summary, 
etc.
They define the 
elements, set the 
respective standard code 
systems and the 
exchange format (FHIR)
SNOMED CT is a base 
terminology for the MIOs

https://mio.kbv.de/site/mio#tab-Rund+um+die+MIOs
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Our first 10 month –
Report on activities
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• Managed via MLDS
https://mlds.ihtsdotools.org/#/landing/DE?lang=de

• Currently (15.10.2021)
• 228 Affiliate-Licenses „in good standing“
• Among them 145 applications in 2021

Affiliate Licenses

https://mlds.ihtsdotools.org/#/landing/DE?lang=de
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• Pathology
• Prevention and Rehabilitation
• Laboratory
• Rare Diseases
• Medical Devices
• Clinical Trials
• Clinical Research
• COVID-19-Research
• Public Health support
• Electronic Health Record
• Nursing
• NLP 
• Artificial Intelligence Tools

• Routine Data Analysis
• Terminology server
• Testing
• Quality assurance
• Clinical Data Analysis

Areas of interest of licensees (according to the usage reports)
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• Basic trainings by SNOMED International
 03.02.21 Introduction 

(320 attendees)
 28.04.21 Health Care Professionals 

(78 attendees)
 17.06.21 Project Managers 

(50 attendees)
 23.09.21 Software Implementers 

(80 attendees)

• SNOMED developer days
 18.02.21 (95 attendees)
 30.06.21 (83 attendees)

Education and dissemination activities

• Stakeholder Workshop 16.11.2020
 76 Attendees

• User Forum 18.5.2021
 7 Presentations
 119 Attendees

• Development of promotional material
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• German Translation Group since 
autumn 2020

• Development of a common 
translation of German speaking 
countries (D-A-CH-LUX)

• Dedicated Confluence page 
• Publication of German Translation 

rules
• Establishment of review process
• Initiate tooling support
• „Use Case based“ approach 

according to priorities in health care 
systems of D-A-CH-LUX

Translation activities

https://confluence.ihtsdotools.org/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=113417116

https://confluence.ihtsdotools.org/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=113417116
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• Change requests initiated from: 
• MIO vaccination record
• MIO mother‘s record
• MIO children‘s record
• MIO patient summary record

(IPS implementation)
• MIO Nursing continuity of care record
• GECCO Corona research
• NFDI4Health research 

 We are still learning!
 Already we identified some concepts that 

show the need for a national release

Change Request process
Release 7/2021 Release 1/2022
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• Questionnaire for all NRCs is being prepared
• Link to survey will be sent out after the SNOMED Meetings to all NRCs
• Your feedback will help us with the decision making and will be base for tendering activities

• We are curious about your feedback regarding your 
• Translation activities and tooling
• Mapping activities and tooling
• Authoring of a National Extension - activities and tooling
• Range of terminology services offered

 Thanks for your help! 

Tooling analysis – we would like to learn from you
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 Central website

 Central email
snomed@bfarm.de

 Central phone number
+49 228 99 307 4945

Connect to the German NRC

https://www.bfarm.de/DE/Kodiersysteme/Terminologien/SNOMED-CT/_node.html

https://www.bfarm.de/DE/Kodiersysteme/Terminologien/SNOMED-CT/_node.html
mailto:snomed@bfarm.de
https://www.bfarm.de/DE/Kodiersysteme/Terminologien/SNOMED-CT/_node.html
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Federal Institute for Drugs and Medical Devices
<Division K>
Kurt-Georg-Kiesinger-Allee 3
D-53175 Bonn

Contact person
Stefanie Weber
snomed@bfarm.de
www.bfarm.de 
Phone +49 (0)228 99 307-4945

Thank you very much for your attention!

Contact
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